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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed on 14 April 2009 in response to the previous Final Office 
Action (14 January 2009) is acknowledged and has been entered. 

Claims 1-13 are currently pending. 
1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . Claims 1-3 and 7-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaminkow et al. (2003/0195045), and further in view of JP 2001- 
054612 (hereinafter JP '612). (Rejection based on machine translation) 

In reference to claims 1 , 2, and 3, Kaminkow discloses: A gaming machine, 
comprising: a plurality of rotatable reels, each having an outer periphery on which a 
plurality of symbols are provided (pg 2, par 18-19, spinning rotator or electronic 
simulation of rotating reel "fruit" machine and other gaming devices including rotating 
reel machines); and a cover body, formed with a plurality of observation windows, the 
cover body covering the reels such that the reels are selectively viewed through one of 
the observation windows in accordance with a condition of a game (see Figure 1 , lower 
portion 13 comprises spinning rotator or rotating reel simulation, and upper screen 14), 
further comprising: a first light source, disposed inside the reels to emit visible light; and 
a second light source, disposed outside the reels to emit ultraviolet light (pg 2, par 19, 
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ultraviolet and visible light sources). Kaminkow discloses ultraviolet and visible light 
sources, but does not specifically disclose that they are internal and external to the 
gaming reels. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to place a light source either internal or external to the reel 
structure, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only 
routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 96 USP 70. Kaminkow also discloses first symbols 
visualized by visual light and symbols visualized by ultraviolet light (pg 2, par 18, 
Internal UV lights may turn on and the visible lights turned off, to cause fluorescence of 
those portions of the permanent indicia which are made of fluorescent or iridescent ink 
or coating). JP '612 also teaches two kinds of patterns, one visible when ultraviolet light 
is on and one when ultraviolet light is turned off, one symbol is superimposed over the 
other. JP '612 also teaches that the symbols may be superimposed during a regular 
bonus game (see Figure 3 and par 16). Note that Kaminkow's game machine is 
equipped to play a bonus round (pg 1 , par 5). 

In reference to claims 7 and 8, Kaminkow and JP '612 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. Kaminkow further discloses a game having a bonus round (pg 
1 , par 5). The controller may activate the light source upon occurrence of the bonus 
round as the game is played, causing sudden illumination and glow of some indicia on 
display panel (pg 1, par 5). 

In reference to claim 9, Kaminkow and JP '612 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. JP '612 further teaches that the ultraviolet light is turned on 
during the bonus game, which may be a lottery (par 16 and par 51). 
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In reference to claim 10, Kaminkow and JP '612 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. JP '61 2 further teaches a maximum number of bonus games 
(casting lots) to be played, the odds of winning the lottery and the predetermined pattern 
to win (par 36-37). 

In reference to claim 1 1 , Kaminkow and JP '612 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. JP '612 further teaches that the symbols visible by ultraviolet 
light are around the peripheral of the rotation reel and are in a blank state when the 
ultraviolet light is not on (par 17-18). 

2. Claims 4-6 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaminkow and JP '612, and further in view of JP 2002-200243 
(hereinafter JP '243). (Rejection based on machine translation) 

In reference to claim 4, Kaminkow and JP '612 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed, but fail to disclose a mirror. JP '243 teaches a mirror, which 
provides a reflected image of the symbols (par 22). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Kaminkow and JP '612 in view of JP '243 to add more 
paylines that increase player excitement. 

In reference to claim 5, Kaminkow, JP '612, and JP '243 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed, but fail to disclose a mirror. JP '243 further teaches a mirror 
position behind a display window (par 22). JP '243 also teaches the mirror maybe a half 
mirror reflecting symbols on the display device (par 25). 
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In reference to claim 6, Kaminkow, JP '612, and JP '243 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed, but fail to disclose the first symbol as an inversion image. JP 
'243 further teaches that the image is reflected (inverted) onto the display device by the 
concave mirror (par 25). 

In reference to claim 13, Kaminkow and JP '612 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. JP '243 teaches reducing the volume of light to increase 
visibility of an image (par 80). 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kaminkow and JP '612, and further in view of Schultz (US PGPub 2006/0205479). 

In reference to claim 12, Kaminkow and JP '612 disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed, but fail to teach that the reels spin in different directions. 
Schultz teaches that the reels spin from top-to-bottom in the base game and bottom-to- 
top in TPT (bonus) mode (pg 2, par 17). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention have modified Kaminkow and JP '612 in view of Schultz to make the 
game more appealing to the eye thereby increasing player excitement. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS D. JONES whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3773. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST, Alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John M. Hotaling can be reached on 571-272-4437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Marcus D. Jones/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



/John M Hotaling II/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3714 



